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Sometimes we need to see the big picture, or the larger context around what is
happening to us. Other times it’s important to be present in the small things. Luke’s story
is a bit of a rollercoaster. We just had the earth-shattering event of Saul’s conversion. By
the end of the passage, we’ll go big again with a vision from God that changes the course
of Peter’s life. Yet, we start small with Peter going around Israel and ministering to the
early believers.
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1.

Some people are more big picture people, while others tend to be more “grassroots”
in their thinking? Where would you classify yourself on this scale and why?
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2.

Read Acts 9:32-42. Why is it important for us to see Peter doing this kind of work
within the fellowship of believers? Miracles are first and foremost “signs” that God
uses to point to something. Has what these miracles point to changed from earlier
miracles in Acts?
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3.

There is mystery here to how God works. Why heal Aeneas and not everyone in that
community? Did Dorcas deserve to be brought back from the dead more than other
believers who have passed? How do you hold the tension that exists when thinking
about this?
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4.

We are really starting to see the importance of the different roles within the church.
We see big picture roles like apostles and evangelists. But also, smaller acts of
service like encouragement and mending clothes. Why are both the big and small
picture important to the life of the church?
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5.

Read Acts 10:1-16. We’ve got a case of double vision here! Cornelius has a fairly
straightforward vision, yet it’s surprising he’s getting one at all as a Gentile. Peter’s
vision is more abstract and he, unlike us, had to figure out what it meant. Put
yourself in the story and talk about how you would have experienced and reacted to
these two visions.
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6.

Cornelius worshipped the one true God from a place of ignorance. He didn’t know a
crumb of what Saul knew, or even the Apostles, and yet God honors him and seeks
him out. What does this say about the idea of “prerequisites” to becoming a
Christian?
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7.

Peter’s reaction each time the sail is lowered is a good indicator of his own
prejudices. But what God says is clean cannot be unclean. How does this tension still
play out in our faith communities?
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Graduation Sunday is quickly approaching for our graduates and their families. Please fill out
the information below and return to heather.edwards@wabashfriends.org or so that we can
celebrate your seniors and give them the recognition they deserve!
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I hereby authorize Wabash Friends Church to use, post or publish the photographs or live
stream videos taken of me and/or the undersigned minor children, and our names, for use in
the Wabash Friends Church’s printed publications, website, and social media accounts.
I release Wabash Friends Church from any expectation of confidentiality for the undersigned
minor children and myself and attest that I am the parent or legal guardian of the children
listed below and that I have the authority to authorize Wabash Friends Church to use their
photographs and names.
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I acknowledge that since participation in publications and websites produced by Wabash
Friends Church is voluntary, neither the minor children nor I will receive financial
compensation.
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Church confers no rights of ownership whatsoever. I release Wabash Friends Church, its
officers, trustees, and its employees from liability for any claims by me or any third party in
connection with my participation or the participation of the undersigned minor children.
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