Simply Christmas Giving

This has been an amazing year of ministry. It has been
a year of next steps. We have taken the next steps in
transitioning leadership, making the Family Center a
resource for families to raise up children who are growing
in Christ, our faith journey as we’ve learned together on
Sunday mornings, and in solidifying our vision to Gather,
Grow and Go.

We will have another year of next steps, another year of
the journey toward the vision God has given us to build
his kingdom. | have heard it said that nothing moves with
out leadership, money, and prayer. One of the next steps
we are facing is the squeeze of the transition and the
new building. There is always a financial squeeze and a
leadership challenge when you do either of these.

My challenge for you is A Simply Christmas
Offering. Please pray about this throughout the month. We
have never asked for a year-end gift at WFC. If you were al-
ready planning a year-end gift, please accept this as a THANK
you for your gift. If you are thinking about this for the first
time, | invite you to help our church take next steps.

Our goal is to raise $56,000 through A Simply Christmas
Offering. The offering will be used for Missions — 40%;
General Fund — 40%; Benevolent fund — 10%; and Special
projects — 10% such as Hope 85 clinic and sound and light-
ing equipment.

Included is a self-addressed envelope to use if you choose
to give. | hope and pray that you will join us as we take next
steps in building the future of Wabash Friends Church.

In Christ,
Alex
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We often find Christmas anything but simple. Our lives
in December are full - full of busyness and demands. It
becomes for us the craziest time of the year. We rarely
feel “peace to men on whom his favor rests.”
Beginning December 11, we be looking at the simplicity of
the first Christmas: Simple Love — Jesus was fully human;
Simple Hope — Jesus was fully God; Simple Peace — Sha-
lom is how things are meant to be.

On one hand, these are simple truths, but on the other,
they are difficult to embrace in our broken, chaotic and
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complex world. As we rest in the simple gift of Jesus Christ,
we are compelled to give as He gave.

Along with Simply Christmas, we will focus on com-
munity. December will be a month for all three services to be
together during the Sunday School hour.

December 4 - Children’s Christmas Program
December 11 - Christmas Cantata
December 18 - Celebrate Christmas in the Family Center

We will have our traditional Christmas Eve service at 7pm,
led by Ministry & Oversight.

And on Christmas Day we will gather for one service at
10:30am to celebrate as the angels did the morning they
visited the shepards.

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring
you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you;
he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor
rests.” Luke 2

Merry Christmas!
Alex
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Youth Nooz

by Brad Wright

This is the time of year when everyone is anticipating
Holiday music on the radio, first snow fall, first Colts victory
(this year), Christmas break from school, and the arrival of
the new youth Pastor. Wabash Friends has been fortunate
enough to have a group of Adult volunteers leading the
Sunday night youth program for the last several months.
These Adults are teaching, leading and playing games, pro-
viding snacks, leading small groups, providing worship and
just simply loving the Youth of Wabash Friends. Some of
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the groups have been involved in Operation Christmas Child
and going to the Life Center to help organize and donate baby
items. Others have gone to Mickey D’s to hang out and eat.
And all of them are praying for and encouraging our youth

in their walk with Christ! When you see one of the following
adults please tell them THANKS. Carrie Haycraft, Eric and
Janet Fleck, Chris and Raquel Goff, Cheryl Stouffer, Jesse
Height, Ty Combs, and Nate Young.

Here is a calendar for the remainder of the year:
No ROOTS on November 27t (Turkey Weekend)
December 4th 6:30-8:00 p.m.

December 11th 6:30-8:00 p.m.

December 18th 6:30-8:00 p.m.

No ROOTS on December 25th (Merry Christmas)

The Sunday night theme for December is “Tis the Season”
Hope, Peace and Love!

Editor’s note: Also please thank Brad Wright for serving as
our interim youth pastor during this time of transition!

Mirrors of God’s Glory

Plans are underway for a newly envisioned Women’s retreat
which will be held on Saturday, March 10, from 8:30 am to
12 noon. Mirror’s of God's Glory will be a morning retreat.

The retreat chairperson, Karen Newhouse, has organized
a committee of women who share her vision to enhance the
Women'’s Ministries at WFC.

“We desire to develop a Women’s Ministry program that
will help women identify and cultivate the plans God has for
them in their lives which will strengthen the church and their
service to the Lord.”

“| believe that many women in our church desire to know
one another more intimately. That includes being able to
comfortably call on each other’s strengths and gifts in times
of personal need as well as service to the church.” said
Karen.

Women’s Morning Retreat will hopefully serve as a catalyst
for growing relationships and the development of women'’s
Triads - groups of three who meet on a regular basis for Bible
reading, prayer and encouragement.

“The retreat is a new beginning for a Women’s Ministries at
WFC. The committee is excited about the spiritual uplifting

activities being planned. We encourage women to take time
away from their busy lives to attend. In fact, we're trying to
break down all barriers to coming. That includes developing
a children’s program that will take place at the same time as
the retreat and having no admission cost,” said Karen.

The retreat is open to all women. The event will include
special speakers, activities, a bake sale, and refreshments. In
addition to a children’s program, free nursery and toddler care
will be provided.

The committee consists of Debbie Balsbaugh, Chris Ben-
son, Luann Craft, Sandy Davis, Patty DeVore, Bonnie Flem-
ing, Carrie Haycraft, Tammy Howard, Brenda Landis, Mary Jo
McClelland, Beth Perkins, and Joy Winch. Additional volun-
teers have offered to help the day of the event, but more are
needed including fathers of children.

Please contact Karen Newhouse at 563-4872 or knew-
house@cinergymetro.net if you would like to help be a part of
this exciting new ministry to women.



